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Affirmation and CORNET comment on Creech appointment decision 
and Council of Bishops letter 


Spokesperson Morris Floyd released the following statement on behalf of Affirmation 


“Though a significant number of persons chose to separate from FUMC Omaha, 
hundreds of other members supported and encouraged Jimmy in his Christlike ministry. 
Last March, hundreds welcomed him back from his forced suspension with standing 
Ovations at the Sunday morning services. When the bishop suspended Jimmy Creech 
in November 1997, CORNET warned: ’We fear this action will create further division 
rather than dialogue.’ The bishop’s most recent decision compounds the tragedy of a 
divided congregation rather than foster the restoration that the bishop presumably 


"While, of course, | do not know the bishop’s thinking," Floyd continued, "| fear many 
denominational leaders are trying to pacify an increasingly virulent faction that is 
undercutting our church with political tactics such as formal church charges against 
clergy (including bishops) with whom they disagree theologically; withdrawal of funds 
Or partial withholding of apportionments, and threats of schism. On one hand, leaders 
may fear that they cannot afford to lose the money and power represented by some of 
these opponents to full inclusion for all people. On the other hand, they know that most 
of us who believe in an inclusive church will continue to pay our apportionments and to 
be members of The United Methodist Church. In addition, | want to make it clear that 
I’m not lumping all with whom we disagree into one group. Many who disagree with us 
and believe that homosexuality is a sin will also stay in the church no matter what and 
continue to pay their apportionments also; for they understand John Wesley’s vision 
that Methodists are theologically diverse, that we are to love each other in the midst of 
our conflicts as we all seek to do God’s will. " 


"Likewise," he said, “I believe most of Jimmy’s supporters at First Church will stay, even 
after he leaves. They will be willing to have their Christian understandings tested and 
challenged, but they will not surrender their vision or give up on their church. 
Nevertheless, these will be difficult days for them." Floyd said, "We hope that all groups 
in FUMC, Jimmy’s supporters and opponents and those who feel caught in the middle, 
will be able to sit down in honesty, humility, and the spirit of Christian love to talk and 
listen to each other and work out ways to be in God’s ministry to all people." 


Floyd said the recent statement on same-gender covenant services by the Council of 
Bishops is another illustration of the problem of losing sight of Biblical commandments 
for justice and love. "Despite its appropriate pastoral tone, that statement satisfied very 
few; it simply reiterated the administrative status quo. Homosexuality has become the 
pivot in a struggle that is really about the theological underpinnings of the denomination. 
For example, the justice-seeking required to reduce suffering among the world’s children 
is not different from that required to insist that the church, like Jesus Christ, be in full 

See Comment, page 5 


Mission Statement 


Affirmation is an activist caucus of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered people organized to 
speak for ourselves. 

Together we: 


proclaim a gospel of respect, love 
and justice; 


relentlessly pursue policies and 
processes that support full 
participation of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgendered 
people in all areas and levels of 
The United Methodist Church; 


overcome the barriers that diminish 
our common humanity by excluding 
or judging people because of their 
race, gender, class or physical 
abilities; 


empower people to undertake 
works of inclusion and justice 
where they are. 


Affirmation 
Newsletter 


is a quarterly publication. The 
Official views of Affirmation are 
stated by the Co-Spokespersons. 
Opinions offered in signed 
columns, letters and articles are 
those of the writers and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions 
of Affirmation. 


Coeditors 
David L. Gunnell and Jerry Nosin 


Creech acquittal points "the direction God is leading" but 
conservatives say the sky is falling 


While Jimmy Creech and his supporters celebrated his acquittal March 13 on charges of 
disobedience to the order and discipline of the United Methodist Church, reaction from 
anti-gay elements in the church was swift and severe. 


Unofficial groups such as Good News and the "Confessing Movement" said the jury’s 
decision showed that "the process is not working." These statements essentially ignored 
the central legal question in the case -- whether or not the Social Principles Statement 
can be enforced as law -- and suggested that the jury had thwarted the clear "will of the 
church." Some even suggested that the prosecutor for the church, described as a liberal 
sympathizer, may have deliberately "thrown" the case. 


At least one large congregation (First UMC, Marietta, Georgia) declared it would withhold 
some of its apportionments to punish the denomination for its supposed unwillingness to 
enforce its own law. Letters to the editor decrying the verdict and threatening similar 
action have appeared in church publications around the nation. The irony of disobeying 
the order and discipline of the church to protest such alleged disobedience seems to have 
been lost on those opposed to full inclusion of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
people in the church. F 
The "Confessing Movement" and Good News issued calls for a special session of the 
General Conference to "deal with" the threat of continued disobedience evidenced by the 
more than one hundred United Methodist clergy had signed the “statement of 
commitment" to continue performing covenant services. (At this writing, the number of 
clergy signers has reached 200 and signers of the lay pledge of solidarity approach 300 
in number.) A special session of the General Conference would cost at least $1 million. 
Some proponents of the idea have gleefully suggested this cost could easily be taken 
from the reserves of the General Board of Global Ministries, a recommendation 
emblematic of the larger overall effort to turn back the UMC’s social justice efforts and 
ministries in any way possible. 


In the weeks immediately following Jimmy’s acquittal, several bishops sent reassuring 
messages to their churches in their area. The messages said the position of the church 
on homosexuality and covenant services for same-gender couples had not changed. 
They pointed out that other ministers who officiated at such services would be charged 
and tried, and that the verdict might well be different in those other cases. Bishop Joel 
Martinez of Nebraska, meanwhile, requested the Judicial Council provide a definitive 
answer about whether the prohibition in the Social Principles is enforceable as church 
law. The judicial body (the United Methodist equivalent of the Supreme Court) has 
scheduled a special session in early August to consider the matter. 


Cowed by conservative threats of financial retribution, the United Methodist Council of 
Bishops, issued a unanimous statement April 30 promising to uphold the church’s Book 
of Discipline, "including the statements on homosexuality...[and] the prohibition of 
ceremonies celebrating homosexual unions by our ministers and in our churches." The 
statementalso affirmed the bishops’ “pastoral responsibility to all peoples, including those 
who feel excluded from the church." They declined to call for a special session of the 
General Conference. 


Affirmation spokespersons expressed appreciation for the bishops’ pastoral tone but said 
they had failed to provide the leadership needed by the church. Jeanne Knepper said the 
bishops should support the parts of the Discipline that repeatedly say “the church is there 
for all people." She said the bishops should provide “a lighthouse to steer by," talking not 
so much of "maintaining discipline, order and unity but about the necessity of mission, 
outreach and grace." She pointed to the "message of inclusion built into the United 

See Direction, Page 10 


Affirmation National Council Greets Bishops; Calls for pastors to 
shepherd “all one hundred of the flock." 


Following its meeting in Minneapolis April 24 through 26, the national council of Affirmation, 
United Methodism’s caucus supporting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered (LGBT) 
concerns, has sent greetings to the denomination’s Council of Bishops. The brief message” 
acknowledges a shared "struggle to discern how to remain faithful witnesses to God’s love... 
in the present circumstances." 

The Affirmation leaders also prayed that the bishops would be guided by the Holy Spirit to "lead 
and nurture a church in which all God’s people are truly welcome and all pastors continue to 
shepherd all one hundred of the flock." 


Affirmation spokesperson Morris Floyd said, "With God’s help, our bishops can lead us through 
this challenging time for the denomination. We welcome their effort to find a path all United 
Methodists can walk together, despite important differences in understanding God's will." 


"Furthermore," Floyd said, "we continue to be troubled by those who apparently think that United 
Methodism needs to be defined by the imposition of one theological creed on all and a punitive 
approach to dissent. This is not the United Methodist way. John Wesley emphasized the Great 
Commandment as our most important guide and affirmed diversity in theological opinions. 
Respect of difference in belief has long been a mark of Methodism." 


Floyd said believes that United Methodists "ultimately will accept the decisions of some clergy 
to celebrate covenant services for same-gender couples." He pointed out that over 150 clergy 
signers of the "Statement of Commitment" ** have concluded that they should participate in 
covenant services after prayerful reflection on many factors, including Scripture, tradition, 
reason, experience, and even the United Methodist Discipline. He called on the bishops to 
consider the testimonies of the signers, available on Affirmation’s web site at 
http://www.umaffirm.org/soc/. 

New testimonies are being posted regularly as they are received from the signers. 


The Rev. David Lull, of the New York Annual Conference, for example, observes, “You cannot 
have it both ways: Either everyone is fully invited into the life of the church, including all of its 
rites and ministries, or they are not. Denying gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgendered 
persons access to the church’s rites that bless loving relationships between two persons 
committed to life-long fidelity to each other does not welcome them fully into the life of the 
church." 


The Rev. John Auer of the California-Nevada Annual Conference says that the challenge to be 
willing to respond to the pastoral needs of lesbian and gay couples for covenant services, 
“coincides gracefully with the 30th anniversary of my call to seminary. That call became my call 
to confession of Jesus Christ to be my personal Savior and Lord (whom | name also Liberator 
and Leader of my life) as a 25 year-old seminary student kneeling for confirmation on the hard 
wooden floor of a tiny urban church of mixed and joyful followers of Jesus, called Parish of the 
Holy Covenant in Chicago." With Julie, his wife of 30 years, Auer affirms, "We are so thankful 
for the Christ who says, ’Let the children come, let ALL the children come,’ and for the Spirit 
who just keeps on leading us into covenants of many kinds with one another, covenants simply 
unkeepable by the letter of any law." 


According to the Rev. Susan Ross of the Oklahoma annual conference, "the statement 
disallowing holy unions in the Discipline contradicts, | believe, other disciplinary (and biblical!) 
mandates, and certainly the thread of reconciliation and hospitality that runs through the 
scriptures and through our UM tradition. That’s why | signed the Statement of Commitment. | 
do not take lightly the idea of standing “over against" the Discipline, even if it is standing over 
against a part of the traditionally non-binding Social Principles. But | have also not felt this 
strongly a call to take an action ina long while. It is simply what | must do. The Staff-Parish 
Committee of our congregation knows | have signed, and they have read the Statement. | have 

See Letter, Page 5 
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Bisexual challenges Affirmation 


Just as our last newsletter was going to press, Affirmation received the following: 


“Though the masthead now mentions bisexuals specifically, only a few local Affirmation 
members recognized my wedding or the birth of my daughter a year later. This is after my 
being a member over ten years. The group doesn’t acknowledge or return my calls and 
messages. I’m not feeling very included. Nobody knows better than me that bisexuality is a 
confusing and touchy subject. Is that an excuse to ice me out?"* 


| don’t know what may be going on between this Affirmation member and the local group. 
However, | was reminded of my own discomfort over the years when people (especially other 
men) identified as bisexual. This uneasy expressed itself primarily by challenging these folks’ 
self-understanding. | frequently repeated the view that bisexuals were just lesbians or gay 
men who had not yet discovered themselves or who were not yet willing to be fully open about 
who they are. It was ironic that | should have done this, because | had insisted that my family, 
my friends and my church accept my own self-definition as gay and not deny it as a "phase" | 
was going through or characterize it as an aberration that could be cured with orthodox faith 
and/or electroshock therapy. 


With every advance in the understanding of human sexuality, its complexity and fluidity become 
more evident. In these times when attacks against us seem again to be on the rise, the need 
is heightened for solidarity among all who are "different" in terms of sexual or gender orientation 
and identity. Honoring the self-definition and life experience of siblings in this GLBT 
constellation is not a bad place to start. 


* Since the purpose of this article is to educate rather than accuse, the identity of the writer and the local group that 
was named have been omitted. 
Morris Floyd 


Council Meeting Summary 


This council spent time on working on the infrastructure of Affirmation and the council, on the 
pressing issues raised for us by the reaction to Jimmy Creech’s acquittal and getting to know 
each other. As is usual for any volunteer organization we discussed finances and ways to 
increase them - sales, dues, fund raising appeals. We worked on bylaws that more accurately 
reflect the way we have come to operate. We organized the newsletter schedule and content 
(though we welcome submissions from our loyal readers!). We will develop a bibliography on 
lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transgendered issues in religion to send out when folks request 
information. We are working on briefs which will be submitted to the special Judicial Council 
session in August about the prohibition of same gender covenant services and on General 
Council legislation on the numerous places where the Discipline has been made to be 
exclusionist [exclusory]. We are working in conjunction with Cornet on a book which would tell 
the story of the Valentines Day services of love and recommitment. 


Joanne Carlson Brown was elected to be the new co-convenor of the Affirmation Council. And 
we ate and laughed and talked and sang and went to a wonderfully affirming and inclusive 
worship service at Wesley UMC. Thanks to all who made this a productive and fun meeting. 

Joanne C. Brown 


Shower of Stoles 


The Shower of Stoles project started from the 
Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) during Easter 
1995. Today seven denominations including 
United Methodist Church participate in this 
project. It began when former Presbyterian 
minister Martha Juillerat, who served rural 
Missouri and Illinois churches, “set aside" 
[took a leave of absence] her ordination 
rather than choose between her vocation and 
her decision to come out as a lesbian. She 
asked other gay and lesbians clergy to sent 
their stoles as a silent witnesses of those 
clergy who are closeted or have left the clergy 
due to issues of sexuality. Expecting no more 
than a score of stoles she received 80. Most 
of them anonymously. “We didn’t start this as 
a project," said Juillerat. "We just started this 
as a way to make a statement to a small group 
of people. What I’ve been surprised at is how 
this has become a voice for so many people." 
Last count the number of stoles has grown to 
420. 


The project has been touring the United 
States and Canada as a testimony of the loss 
in the all denominations. Juillerat remarks, 
“What we've found is that these (stoles) have 
become a vehicle, perhaps the only vehicle, 
for loads and loads of gay people in the 
church or who are in ministry, to have a voice 
and to be counted without jeopardizing their 
careers. We honor that. Wherever people are 
in the ministry, whether they feel a need to 
stay in the closet in order to do ministry or 
whether they want to be in, out or in between, 
we honor people’s place and, as a result, this 
project has given a voice for people who are 
Still in the ministry." 


Responding to those who feel Juillerat could 
move to a different denomination away from 
PCUSA where sexuality is not an obstacle, 
Juillerat comments, “This denomination’s 
theology and polity is in my bones. | can’t just 
change denominations the way you change 
. Clothes. Spirituality and theology are much 
deeper than that. | have a tremendous 
respect for this polity. It’s my church, too." 


The Shower of Stoles Project is centered in 

Minneapolis and can be reached by writing: 

Martha Juillerat, Shower of Stoles Project, 57 
Upton Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55405. 

contributed by Melina Neet of Pitchweekly 

and David Belt 


Letter 
from page 3 


received from them only supportive response. They may not agree 
with me, but they support me, and | am blessed by their care." 


Finally, Robert Millner Adams of the Wisconsin conference says: "If 
my denomination accepts liturgies blessing buildings, animals, ball 
parks, and church closures, | think it appropriate to bless covenants 
between persons who love each other and are making a lifetime 
commitment to each other. Such commitments are a rare gift.| do not 
feel defiant about all of this. | just feel it is time to stand, as an 
expression of my lifetime commitment to Jesus of Nazareth and the 
One who is bringing us all into being. | pray daily for the unity of God’s 
people in the Spirit that was in Jesus Christ." 


*Complete text of the Affirmation greeting to the United 
Methodist 


Council of Bishops: 


“The national council of Affirmation has been in session in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota these last few days. With you, we struggle 
to discern how to remain faithful witnesses to God’s love in Christ 
Jesus in the present circumstances. 


“We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide and inspire your 
deliberations in the coming days, that you may lead and nurture a 
church in which all God’s people are truly welcome and all pastors 
continue to shepherd all one hundred of the flock." 


**See insert for Statement of Commitment 


Comment 
from page 1 


ministry with all persons. Both concerns require the willingness to 
confront ’principalities and powers’ that threaten an institution trying 
to do God's will; both require a fundamental allegiance to the 
justice-love that is at the heart of the Christian Gospel." 


Floyd said that he believes that "Even though all United Methodists 
are not comfortable or in agreement with the notion of same-gender 
covenant services, they know the unambiguous call of Jesus to Love 
one another as | have loved you.’ Deep down, most United Methodist 
know this call to love is neither fulfilled in a church that misinterprets 
Scripture to rationalize exclusion or oppression of some of its 
members nor in a church that fails to serve the poor or care for the 
world’s children." 


As for Jimmy Creech, Floyd said, “His ministry of justice and love will 
continue. He will not stop following Jesus Christ, even when faithful 
discipleship is costly." 


Proposed Disciplinary Changes for General Conference 2000 


The National Council of Affirmation adopted a slate of proposed changes to the United Methodist Discipline at its April 
meeting. For ease of reading, we propose deletion of underlined material, and addition od words printed in boldface 
type. Material currently in the Discipline for which we propose no changes will be printed in italic. Those changes can 
be summarized as follows. 


Proposed changes to the Social Principles Statement. 


1. 


Delete between a man and a woman in the first paragraph of Paragraph 65C, so that the sentence reads, We 
affirm the sanctity of marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support, personal commitment, and 
shared fidelity. 


Delete the last ae of Paragraph 65C: errr that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted 
rmi hall n n r church 


Add a new paragraph after 65E: We affirm the right of all human beings to enter into covenants with one 
another. We believe that covenants are social agreements in the pattern of those first inaugurated for us 
by God, which we find in Scripture. In general, covenantal relationships are characterized by love, justice, 
commitment and faithfulness. 


Move the sentence, We seek for every individual opportunities and freedom to love and be loved, to seek and 
receive justice and to practice ethical self-determination, from Paragraph 65F to the end of the first Paraph of 65G. 


Add the words, including sexual orientation, to the first sentence of Paragraph 65G, so that the sentence reads, 
We recognize that sexuality, including sexual orientation, is God’s good gift to all persons. 


Substitute the sentence, In the midst of disagreement about the meaning, nature and origins of sexual 
orientation, we implore families and churches not to reject or condemn their lesbian and gay members, 
for the clause, Although we do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible 
with Christian teachings, so that the entire paragraph would read: Homosexual persons no less than heterosexual 
persons are individuals of sacred worth. All persons need the ministry and guidance of the church in their struggles 
for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling 
relationships with God, with others and with self. In the midst of disagreement about the meaning, nature and 
origins of sexual orientation, we implore families and churches not to reject or condemn their lesbian and 
gay members. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with 
all people. 


Add the word comment to the third sentence of Paragraph 65l, so that the sentence reads, We define sexual 
harassment as any unwanted sexual comment, advance or demeaning, intimidating or coercive. 


Add the word marriage to the last sentence of the first paragraph of Paragraph 66, so that the sentence reads: 
We support the basic rights of all persons to equal access to housing, education, employment, medical care, 
marriage, /egal redress for grievances, and physical protection. 


Modify paragraph 66H by adding the words, or Gender Identity, to the title and by substituting the words, all 
person, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity, for the words, homosexual persons, in the second 
sentence would read: We are committed to supporting those rights and liberties for all person. regardless od 
sexual orientation or gender identity. 


Amend the fourth paragraph of Paragraph 70 by deleting the words, racial, ethnic, and religious minorities, and 
substituting the words, all people, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, or 


religious affiliation. The sentence would then read: We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, 
youth, young adults, the aging and those people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life, and to the 
rights and dignity of all people, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, or religious 
affiliation. 


See Proposed, page 7 


Laity Faith and Solidarity Pledge 


For many years, General Conference actions have added increasingly 
condemnatory and exclusionary language to The Book of Discipline 
concerning the full participation of gay and lesbian person in our 
denomination. The 1996 General Conference added the word, 
“Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted 
by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches" 
[paragraph 65.C] to the Social Principles of our church. We, the 
undersigned lay members of the United Methodist Church, have 
watched these developments with dismay. 


We publicly affirm and celebrate the integrity, faithfulness, and 
courage of United Methodist clergypersons from around the world who 
have signed the "Statement of Commitment" which states, "we will 
celebrate rites of union with all couples, regardless of gender, as part 
of the pastoral responsibilities consistent with the gospel and spirit of 
Jesus Christ..." 


We further state that if any of these clergy and/or their congregations 
are subjected to punitive reactions for their commitment to be a living 
witness to the gospel of Christ, we will Support them spiritually, 
morally, and financially to the best of our abilities. Our support may 
include, but will not be limited to, personal and corporate prayer; 
sponsoring education events about covenant services, the Bible and 
Wesleyan theology; petitions and letters of support to the 
denominational hierarchy; attendance at church trials; media publicity; 
and financial contributions. 


Please indicate your support for this commitment by sending your name, email address, state if you 
are clergy or laity, 
and annual conference membership via e-mail to: 


UMCommitt @ hotmail.com 
or by regular mail to: 
Affirmation 


P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204-1021 


**Statement of Commitment 
for Clergy 


We, the undersigned clergy of The United Methodist Church, have 
watched for many years as General Conference actions have added 
increasingly condemnatory and exclusionary language to The Book of 
Discipline concerning the full participation of gay and lesbian persons 
in our denomination. The 1996 General Conference added the words, 
"Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted 
by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches," 
(paragraph 65.C) to the Social Principles of the church. 


We understand the Social Principles to be instructive and legally non- 
binding. Nevertheless, we recognize the directive tone of this addition 
and make public our opposition to it be declaring that we will not be 
bound by it. 


We affirm the statement contained within the "In All Thing Charity" 
document. "To withhold rituals of support and accountability for 
committed relationships is unconscionable. The standard for 
preparation and celebration of [covenantal unions] with same- 
gendered couples should be the same as for weddings of 
heterosexual couples." 


We publicly state that we will celebrate rites of union with all couples, 
regardless of gender, as part of the pastoral responsibilities consistent 
with the gospel and spirit of Jesus Christ, entrusted to us by The 
United Methodist Church. 


Please indicate your support for this commitment by sending your name, email address, state if you 
are celery or laity, 
and annual conference membership via e-mail to: 


UMCommitt @ hotmail.com 
or by regular mail to: 
Affirmation 


P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204-1021 


Annual Conference Proposals 


The Wisconsin Conference has been a Reconciling Conference since 1996. The following year, a very high pressure 
movement to rescind that designation was launched by the Wisconsin Association of Confessing United Methodists 
[WACUM]. That motion failed by only two votes and the Conference continued to be a Reconciling Conference for 
another year. 


WACUM has continued to build it’s organization and it’s outreach. They are becoming a Goliath among “unofficial 
caucuses" in Wisconsin with a larger budget and outreach than Wisconsin’s United Methodist Federation for Social 
Action. Good News is giving a lot of play to the anti-gay resolutions coming forth from WACUM to Annual Conference 
this year. Not only would they rescind Reconciling Congregation status, they would add to the Conference rules the 
same funding restrictions which the General Conference Council on Finance and Administration enforces against 
"promoting the acceptance of homosexuality." They would restate in the Conference rules restrictions which already 
exist in the Discipline, including the ban on clergy participation and United Methodist facilities use for "homosexual 
unions". They echo the Confessing Methodist movements call for a Special General Conference should the Judicial 
Council not rule "their way." 


There are four gay persons who have been open and vocal at Wisconsin’s Annual Conference. Two are from University 
U.M. Church: Steven Webster (one of the founders of the United Methodist Gay Caucus, first national meeting at 
Wheadon United Methodist Church in Evanston, IL in 1975--which became Affirmation), and Walt Jackson. The other 
two are Dr. George Gay, M.D. and his partner of many years Brian Soper who are members of the Fort Atkinson United 
Methodist Church. Dr. Gay and Steven Webster are to be chairpersons of two of six legislative sections at the 1998 
Annual Conference--more than just a token presence! 


Things have become very tense in Wisconsin. There will be proposals coming from the Right, the Left, and now we 
hear, from the "Methodist Middle." This "Methodist Middle" has a proposal that would rescind the Reconciling 
Conference designation for the sake of peace. As well as calling for a moratorium on Wisconsin Conference action to 
allow for more local church study and avoiding either "schism" or the addition of more anti-gay language to the 
Conference rules. 


Steven Earl Webster 


Six Creative Resolutions Propsed 
from page 6 

Resolution A 
RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin Annual Conference extends the hospitality 11. Delete Paragraphs 304.2, 
of the gospel to all persons including lesbian and gay persons, and that we 306.4f, 315.9n, 321.4a(6), and 
seek to be a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with 326.7a(6). 
others and with self. (Discipline para. 65G). 

Delete Paragraph 304.3 
Resolution B 
RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin Annual Conference is committed to be in . Delete the footnote to Paragraph 
ministry for and with all persons including lesbian and gay persons. (Discipline 306.4f. 
para. 65G). 

Delete Paragraph 806.12. 
Resolution C 
RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin Annual Conference urges its agencies and - Modify Paragraph 2624, 
local congregations to educate themselves regarding ministry for and with all Chargeable Offense, by deleting 
persons including lesbians and gay men by making use of materials published (b) practices declared by The 
by the United Methodist Publishing House including the curriculum titled The United Methodist Church to be 
Church Studies Homosexuality, a study which was received and made incompatible with Christian 


available for use across the whole church by action of 1992 General teachings; and by addition of (j) 
Conference. : encouraging one’s pastoral 


charge to withhold or redirect 
Resolution D annual conference or general 
RESOLVED, that since the Wisconsin Annual Conference is unable to agree church apportioned asking a 
on a definition of what it means to be a Reconciling Conference, the an act of ecclesiastica 
See Anual Conference, Page 10 witness. 


The day the Bishop came to St. Mark 


| first became involved with St. Mark UMC in Atlanta while in Seminary at Emory University in Atlanta. At that time, St. 
Mark seemed to be an average United Methodist Church. A few short years later it had declined to the point of almost 
dying. Whenever | doubt our appointment system and our bishops and their cabinets’ abilities to make wise 
appointments, | think of what happened next. Dr. Mike Cordle was appointed to serve as pastor at St. Mark. This 
budding young minister, at the height of his career, was sent to this congregation. His new church where they had fewer 
than one hundred on the average Sunday and could hardly pay the bills. Very different from his past church - a fast 
growing and much larger church. You can well imagine what feelings and thoughts must have gone through Mike 
Cordle’s head. Such as, "Bishop, what did | do wrong?" 


In Methodist fashion, Mike Cordle took on the task laid before him. As all Methodist ministers vow to do, he went where 
he was send to serve. In that first year, the St. Mark’s congregation began to face the necessary issues to survive. They 
realized that they must change or die. This began a process that hopefully will never end. A process of self examination, 
and of study of the community in which the church resides. Asking questions about the requirements of the community 
and developing programs that meet the needs of the people. The results included two major shifts in programming. 
The community around St. Mark is very gay and has a lot of homeless people. 


St. Mark developed programs for homeless persons with AIDS, married people and divorced people who are dealing 
with issues of sexual orientation, AIDS support groups, "The Breakfast Club" which feeds homeless men breakfast, a 
shelter for homeless women and children, and helped found AIAN - Atlanta Interfaith Aids Network, which draws on 
other faith communities to respond to the needs of homebound AIDS patients. They also realigned their staff to better 
meet these needs with qualified people. 


| became involved in St. Mark as a member after the Gay Pride Parade and Festival in 1995. While marching pass St. 
Mark, | saw something | never expected to see. The people of St. Mark were passing out water and messages of 
reconciliation to those passing by in the parade. They had big signs proclaiming that "EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT 
ST. MARK." While the large baptist church across the street from St. Mark had armed guards to "keep the queers of 
their grass." | looked back and forth at these two scenarios and asked myself, "Which one of these is Christ-like 
behavior?" St. Mark continues to have their water stop on the parade route and the church across the street has 
abandoned the building. 


St. Mark’s new focus began about seven years ago and the results have been nothing short of miraculous. | was 
privileged to be the Chairperson of the Education Committee at St. Mark during the past two years. | have seen many 
lives changed and many miracles happen. Since 1996, this congregation has received over 500 new members, doubling 
its membership. The Sunday School program has more people in it than were in the congregation five years ago. The 
Children’s choir is made mostly of children of gay and lesbian parents. 


This has all been a foreword to my topic for this article. The last day | was at St. Mark, the day | moved to Washington, 
DC - the day the bishop came to St. Mark. Bishop G Lindsey Davis, the North Georgia Conference bishop, was at the 
center of controversy surrounding Emory University and same gender holy unions on campus. He reluctantly signed 
onto the compromise solution negotiated at Emory that allows for limited use to have same gender ceremonies. A large 
suburban Atlanta United Methodist church [Cobb County] had withheld their apportionments as a result of Emory’s limited 
allowance of same-gender ceremonies. Anyway, this knowledge will help one understand what happened the day the 
bishop came to St. Mark. 


First, | would like to point out St. Mark reached 1000 members on that Sunday, March 29, 1998. The old newly renovated 
granite cathedral-like church was filled beyond capacity with 1179 people. How many United Methodist churches do 
you know of that ever have 118% of their membership in church in any Sunday? The choir is one of the regions finest. 


A letter of introduction was read by a young gay man who had been in Bishop Davis’ congregation before he became 
bishop. The letter began by introducing St. Mark to the bishop. He read to Davis that this congregation was the most 
loving, accepting, and christian church with which he was familiar. That it is a congregation 85% to 90% gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and their children. Then he introduced Bishop Davis to the congregation. The letter explained how this gay 
man was younger he wrestled with his homosexual identity. He went to his pastor Rev. Davis. The author stated that 
he came to know that Jesus loved him because the Rev. G. Lindsey Davis told him so face to face on that day. 

See St. Mark, Page 9 


Fritz Schultz 
May 26,1956 - September 24,1997 


Long-time Affirmation member Fritz Schultz died last September. Fritz was an very active member of Affirmation, serving 
in many capacities as national council member, editor of the newsletter, in local group sections, the Regional 
Organization Program, as well as with San Francisco Bay area local Affirmation group. Fritz worked quietly behind the 
scenes of many gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered causes. 


Fritz’s home was open to many visitors from around the country either for vacation or church business. He was a 
enthusiast of nature and spent many summers in Yosemite National Park. Although tone deaf, Fritz loved all types 
music. He sought justice in all ways including his personal life through soul searching and prayer. A quite, soft-spoken 
man who’s words spoke volumes. 


Fritz was an spirited gay man involved with San Francisco’s Bethany United Methodist Church, a church that is takes 
a justice stand in the midst of the reaction to the Creech acquittal, as well as a designer in the first National Consultation 
on AIDS Ministries for the United Methodist Church. Bethany Church has published a book Enfold - A reconciling 
congregation explores what it means to welcome all people. Proceeds go to the Fritz Schultz Memorial Fund. 


| have fought the good fight, 
| have finished the race, 
| have kept the faith. 

2 Timothy 4:7 


Enfold may be purchased by sending $10.00 to: Bethany United Methodist Church, 1268 Sanchez St. [at Clipper], 
San Francisco, CA 94114 


St. Mark 
from page 8 


Then something really remarkable happened. The chair of the finance committee, much to the bishop’s surprise, 
presented Davis with a check for the balance of our apportionments for the entire year 1998. As well as a check to the 
District Superintendent for the full balance to the District fund for the year. : 


In the sermon, Bishop Davis stated he wished some of our spirit of generosity and christian love would drift to the north 
[Cobb County]. You may think | am finished, but | have only just begun. The next event to make this day so great was 
a presentation to the bishop [on his birthday] of a special gift from the congregation. Dr. Mike McCorrdel said to Bishop 
Davis that he was about to have something in common with Queen Elizabeth, Elton John...and a list of other famous 
people. The bishop was presented with a Hans Frable custom made, one of a kind original, crystal representation of 
the United Methodist bishops symbol about three feet tall. It was breathtakingly beautiful! 


There was a lavish reception thrown for the occasion. All the church’s silver was called into service. Complete with 3 
foot tapered candles, separate appetizers, desert tables to complement the huge banquet tables filled with entrees. 
Many of the churches’ caterer owners sent their staff with their starch white uniforms. 


As | told you earlier, this was my last Sunday at St. Mark. Another Affirmation council member, Dr. Rick Huskey, was 
there with me. Rick and | both had a chance to talk with the bishop about the conflicting messages we all seem to be 
getting about his stance on issues related to sexuality and the church. We proclaimed to him that our relationships are 
as meaningful to us as his relationship is to his wife. That some groups take what they perceive as negative messages 
from people in religious authority and act on these messages in ways that do violence to themselves or to gay and 
lesbian people. 


| believe that the seeds were planted in Bishop Davis that day. God’s love is all powerful, all inclusive. God’s love will 
never let us go. Our love for each other is heaven sent and very powerful witness of God’s presence in our world. An 
old proverb said it best. "The most sacred spots on earth are where ancient hatred is turned into a present love." And 
that is the miracle at the corner of Peachtree and Fifth. The day the Bishop came to St. Mark United Methodist Church. 

Mark Wilson 


Direction 
from page 2 


Methodist Constitution" as "the light of gospel, grace and the love of Christ that could lead us through stormy times." 


Speaking on behalf of the Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA), executive secretary George McClain said reiteration 
of the church’s position by the Council of Bishops "in no way diminishes the reality that the Creech verdict is a sign of the 
direction in which God is leading us." 


Bishop Melvin G. Talbert of the San Francisco Area told clergy and lay members of the California-Nevada Annual Conference 
in a May 14 letter that unless the denomination’s Judicial Council rules otherwise, he does not consider a pastor’s performing 
a “holy union" to violate church law. At least two congregations in the California-Nevada annual conference have publicly 
said they have long performed for same gender covenant services, and the cabinet of the has gone on record to support the 
decision by Bethany United Methodist Church, San Francisco, to allow the services in their facility. 


Bishop Talbert wrote that, "As stated in (the document's) preface, [the Social Principles] ‘are intended to be instructive and 
persuasive in the best of the prophetic spirit." He noted that the statement from the Council of Bishops was the result of "a 
very painful effort" to achieve consensus and that "there is disagreement within the council as to how various parts of the 
Book of Discipline are interpreted." Talbert pointed out that “Homosexuality is not the first controversial issue faced by our 
church....As we have debated and will continue debating such issues, we must never forget that we all belong to the family 
of God." 


Bishop Talbert’s letter continued "Our denomination is inclusive and tolerant enough to accept, embrace and welcome all 
persons, irrespective of their age, gender, political or theological differences. For you see, such differences matter very little 
when faced with what is required to be around God's table." 


In Omaha, meanwhile, members of First United Methodist Church (FUMC) enthusiastically welcomed Jimmy Creech back 
to his pulpit following the verdict, despite anti-gay demonstrations outside the church. His opponents in the congregation, 
with at least tacit support from Nebraska conference leadership, organized alternative worship services to meet elsewhere. 
In actions clearly intended to undermine Jimmy Creech’s ministry, clergy from outside the annual conference were coming 
to lead these services, the first of which was also attended by the District Superintendent for the congregation. Despite the 
request of the FUMC’s staff parish relations committee that the pastor be reappointed, Bishop Martinez told Jimmy May 1 
that he could not remain at the church after the end of June. According to the Discipline, the bishop must offer Creech another 
appointment. However, at the deadline for this newsletter, Jimmy had not announced what he planned to do next. 


Affirmation’s preparation for General Conference in 2000 are detailed in this newsletter on page 6. 


Morris Floyd 


Annual Conference 
from page 7 


Conference will accept the dictionary definition: to restore to friendship or harmony (Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary. 
Springfield, MA: G.& C Merriam-Webster Co., 1979) and the Conference shall endeavor to build friendship and harmony 
between lesbians, gays, nongays, conservatives, liberals, evangelicals, and persons of all races and ethnicities-- For God 
shows no partiality (Romans 2:11) 

Resolution E 

RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin Annual Conference rejects the notion that programs educating United Methodists about 
sexuality and sexual orientation or about the realities of lesbian and gay people’s lives and struggles in any way promotes 
the acceptance of homosexual practices; rather, true education includes a wide variety of perspectives and promotes 
understanding and reconciliation (see dictionary definition of “reconciling"). All such programs should help us recognize our 
limited understanding of this complex gift [of human sexuality] and encourage the medical, theological and social science 
disciplines to combine in a determined effort to understand human sexuality more completely (Discipline para. 65G). 
Resolution F 

RESOLVED, that the Wisconsin Annual Conference will not inflict additional, unnecessary pain and rejection upon lesbians, 
gays, their families and friends by adopting redundant additions to the Conference Rules which merely restate restrictions 
already in force by action of the General Conference and which merely serve to reflect and exacerbate a lack of trust among 
Conference leadership, members and local churches. 


10 


